HowARD UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON 1, D, C.

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
LFEPARTMEXT OF SURGERY

Jamvery 27, 1947

Mrs., J. 7. Bates

Biology Department

I. M. Terrell High School
Fort Worth, Texas

Dear Hre, Bates:

I consider the program whiech you ars sponsoring on Janusry 29,
1947, as a great honor. One seldom merits such honer, for in the fleld
of solence wherever any advance is made the work of many people is ine
volved and it always sesns Just a little Dit uwnfair that one nanme
should bde chosen from the list for special commendation.

To your stiients I would say this: There are so many things
s811) unknown in almost every realm of knowledge, and the need for this
xnowledge 1s 80 great that in the very vast majority of instances any
new addition not only is aocepted dut the individual who creates the
work is sccepted without very much regard %o reas, oclor, or oreed.
There are many diffioulties % overvome i1 is true, dut our greatest
difficulty #till remains in the faot that we 40 not have very much %o
offer which anyone wants, So much of our snergy ie spent in overcoming
the conastrioting environment in whioh we live that little energy is
left for creating new ideas or things. ¥Whenever, however, one breaks
out of this rather highewalled prison of the "Negro prodlem" by virtue
of some worthwhile contridution, not only is he himself allowed xore
freedom, Dut a part of the wall crumbles. And so0 it should be the aim
of every stulsnt in science to knock down at least one or two brioks by
virtus of his own acdomplishments.

Yery sincerely yours,

Charles R. Drew, ¥, D,
Prof sssor of Surgery
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